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CITY  OF  WELLS. 

URBAN _ SANITARY _ AUTHORITY . 

MEDI C  Al  OFFICERS  REPO  Op  ’tb  R  ~*i$  4g , 

To  the  Urban  District  Sanitary  An bhoriy^-^Qf  The  Ci^tV  cff  Wells. 

Gen  tie-men, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  City  during  1948. 

GENERAL, 

The  area  of  the  City  is  1501.150  acres. 

The  Registrar  GeneraL’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  resident 
population  of  Wells  in  1948  was  6,050  (5,750) » 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  City  at  the  end  of 
1948  was  1,715  (1,682). 

The  Rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1948  was  £45,021  (£45,546). 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  the  end  of  1948  was 
estimated  at  £l82.  0  0.  (£177*  10.  0)  . 

BIRIH _ RATE . 

The  total  live  births  in  the  City  in  1948  was  8l  (111)  as 

follows  *  - 

Legitimate'  8l  (109)*  Males:  41  (55)  Females:  40  (56). 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  15.4  (19.5)  . 
There  '  ere  4  (5)  still  births  during  the  year,  all  legitimate. 

INFAN  T__M0 RTAI I  TY . 

There  were  three  deaths  in  the  City  of  infants  under  one  year, 
all  legitimate. 

EETDFMIC _ DISEASES . 

There  was  a  small  -pi domic  of  measles  in  February  and  March, 

29  cases  being  reported.  Also  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  one  of 
diphtheria,  t'ro  of  pneumonia  and  one  of  acute  poliomyelitis. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  epidemic  disease s . 

(N.B.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  figures  for  1947)’ 


t. 


tuberculosis. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  on  my 
register  was  29  as  follows •- 


Pulmon  a  ry .  Non -Pu Imon ary  •  To  bal . 

Male.  Female.  Male .  Female.  Male.  Female. 

12  10  4  5  15  15 


During  the  year  six  cases  of  pulmonary  and  two  cases  of 
non -pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

During  the  year  11  cases  were  removed  from  my  register  as 
follows  ° - 


Left  the  District?  2 
Died?  6 

Cured?  5 


So  that  at  the  end  of  the 
register  was  2 6  as  follows; - 


year  the  number  of 


cases  on  my 


Pulmonary .  Non -Pulmonary °  Tot  al . 

Male .  Female .  Male.  Female .  M  al  e .  Fern-ale . 

10  8  5  5  15  ll 


DEATH  RATE. 


There  were  6l  (70)  de°ths  in  the  City  during  1948*  54  males  and 
2 7  females. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepis  or  other  Puerperal 
cau  ses . 

There  were  8  (9)  deaths  from  Cancer  and  16  (21)  from  Heart 
Disease. 


The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  12.7  (12.1). 

BUG _ INFESTATION  . 

Ho  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

SCABIES , 

Ho  cases  were  notified  which  could  not  be  treated  at  home. 

The  incidence  of  scabies  in  1948  was  slight. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  chlorination  has  been  continued  both,  at  the 
Spring  Head  and  the  Deep  Well.  At  present  a  sufficient  and.  wholesome 
supply  is  available  throughout  the  City. 

Water  main  extensions  have  been  carried  out  on  the  new  local 
authority  and  private  enterprise  housing  schemes. 

A  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
provision  of  an  additional  borehole  and  pumping  plant. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL . 


The  con sul  tan fc  engineers  of  the  Council  are  preparing  the 
scheme  for  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  on  lines 
suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

HUMBER _ OF _ DEW _ HOUSES _ ERECTED _ DURING _ THE__J£EAR. 

( 1 )  By  local  A  u  th  o  ri  ty  . 

Rehousing  under  Bousing  Act,  1936.  Nil. 
Overcrowding.  Nil. 

Other.  3  6 

Without  state  assistance. 

(2)  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons. 

With  state  assistance.  Nil. 

Without  state  assi stance .  2 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS . 


(l)  1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Rets.)  472 


(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

830 

2. 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  we re  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932. 

245 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

301 

(c) 

Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was  found 
necessary. 

125 

3° 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  Injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

6l 

4. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  thosr 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habi tation . 

286 

(ID 

(a) 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

1 0  c  ■■  1  A  u  th  0  r i  t  y  an  d  th  e i  r  Officers. 

215 

(b) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  or  in 
consequence  of  informal  action. 

Nil 

(111)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  this  year . 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  Nil 


(  (a) 

(  (b) 


With  state 
assi  s  tance 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


Nil 


' 


... 

c 


Nil. 


» 


Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act. 

(IV)  Housing  Act,  1956  -  Overcrowding . 

The  overcrowding  situation  in  the  City  is  not  serious,  but 
there  were  isolated  cases  which  will  receive  attention  when 
alternative  a c c ommo d a t i on  i s  av ai  1  a bl e . 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION . 

A  weekly  combined  house  refuse  and  salvage  collection  is 
carried  out  in  the  City. 

HOUSING . 

New  Houses . 

1.  The  total  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of 
the  year:-  265. 


2.  Houses 

Type. 

No . 

Av. cos  t 

Av. ren  t 

If  subsidised. 

Period 

erected 

per 

excl .of 

Subsidy  per  vr. 

of 

by? 

bouse. 

rates . 

L . A .  Govt. 

Subsidy. 

( a) I  .A, 

5  bed¬ 
room. 

36 

£1,350 

13/- 

£5.10.0,  £16.10.0 

.  60  yrs. 

(b)  Private 

5  bed- 

1 

£1,300 

En  ter- 

room . 

prise . 

Bungalow. 

1 

£1 , 300 

3.  Programme  of  new  houses  proposed  to  be  erected  by  Local  Authority:- 
(a)  1949-50  44  1950-51  ”  1951-52  — 


Any  Observations: - 

Future  programme  dependent  on  Ministry  of  Health  sanction. 

The  Council  has  app roved  a  layout  of  Burcott  Road  for  approximately 
160  houses.  Sanction  has  so  far  been  recieve  for  44  included  above. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Total  number  of  Retailers...  ...  . . . .  6 
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(c)  Number  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (b) . 

(d)  Number  of  Licensed  pasteurised  plants,.. 

(e)  Number  of  Heat- treatment  plants  not  included  in  (d) 

MEAT  SUPERVISION . 

(a)  Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  In  District 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  District  . 

(c)  Names  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  ... 

RIVER  POLLUTION . 

Any  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

Number  regis to re-d  in  district. 


51st  July,  1949. 


A.  Cecil 


1 

Nil 


4 

_5_ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


flincks . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I 
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